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MERSEYSIDE 
Junior Badminton League 2023/24
                  Rules and Regulations.

By participating in the League all teams will accept the rules and regulations, agree to abide by them, and understand that the decisions made by the Referee /Committee members present are final. 
Meetings  The meetings this year will be held at:-
                  Greenbank Sports Academy, Greenbank Lane, Liverpool L17 1AG. 
                  8 courts available, 
Facilities:    The Wheelbarrow café – within the facility
Local amenities:  Tesco metro nearby. The Watering can Café - The Watering Can Liverpool
Dates for 2023/2024, are 

4th November 2023
  



16th March 2024
Player Eligibility. 
Age Groups: 
Players in the Key Stage 3 competition can be from school year 9 and below. 
Players in the Key Stage 4 competition can be from school year 11 and below. 
Teams of 4 players (boys or girls)
Player Restrictions. 
Players who have played for the County team will be ineligible to play in this League. 
(Unless playing in a higher age group – please notify the organiser of such a person)
If an ineligible player(s) is/are fielded their scores will be awarded to the opposition, game to zero. 
Division format:  Initially there will be only one division, if the number of teams grow then the committee will consider a second division.
Team & Match Format
Teams will be able to consist of up to 5 players, with only 4 players taking part in each match. Players must be declared in ability order before the tournament and play in ability order throughout the day.
No player can take part in more than 2 games within a match; 

Each match will consist of 5 games (2 x singles and 3 x doubles). The playing order for a match is shown below. 
1st game:   Singles (first singles player)
2nd game: Doubles (both players not playing the singles games)
3rd game:  Singles (second singles player)
4th game:  2nd Doubles (1st singles player and one of the non singles doubles players)
5th game:  3rd Doubles (2nd singles player and the other non singles doubles player)
A score sheet will need to be completed and signed by both Team Managers at the end of each match. Team Managers are responsible for ensuring that the results on the sheets are correct.
Teams will be asked to name a player from the opposition to go towards the ‘Player of the Year’ award.  If players are to be found having played out of ability order their score will be reduced to 0

Warm up on court shall be no more than 1 minute at the beginning of each match.
Off court spaces must not be used for knocking-up during match play.  
Scoring system,  
Depending on the number of teams entered and the time available, one of the following scoring methods will be adopted:
A]  One game to 21pts no setting. 
B]  Two games to 15pts no setting.  
Rally point scoring will be used with no extended scoring or setting.
If a team cannot play all of the games within a match, then those un-played games will be awarded to the opposition.  

If a team cannot play all of their matches within a round, then their final position & results will reflect this.
Breaks in play. 
30 seconds allowed for a change of ends between games. No additional breaks in play will be permitted, except for injury. The discretion of the tournament Referee shall be final when determining the appropriate duration required to resolve these matters. 

Change of ends. 
Players shall change ends at the end of each game, only when playing two games.  
Substitutions. 
Substitutions will only be allowed in case of injury to a player; however, a player that is injured during a match will need to concede that game and remaining games. The injured player may not return to the team for further games.  A substitute will then take their place for remaining matches that day.   An injured player may take part in subsequent matches at the discretion of the Referee. 

Teams that arrive a player short may use a player from another club if one is available and their scores will count.
Officials. It is expected that games will have a scorer. Team managers will be used to score games only and not act in the capacity of Umpires, Service Judges, or Line Judges unless called upon by the Referee. Players will be expected to call all lines and to acknowledge faults in the spirit of fair play; It is expected that in the spirit of encouraging young badminton players, team managers acting as scorers will only give constructive encouragement. Any problems must be referred to the competition organiser.  
Coaching during game play is not allowed – but constructive feedback after the match is. 
The competition organiser / referee may be called upon when disputed situations arise that cannot be amicably resolved. If in exceptional circumstances the referee can’t not make a judgement, the issue will be referred to the members of the committee present.
Serving.  The new rule for serving height is in effect.  So saying, it is expected that leniency for young players to be able to serve within the new restrictions, ie that the whole of the shuttle be below 1.15 metres when hit forms part of the leagues allowances. In addition to other service rules.
Shuttles. 
Feather shuttles will be provided and used for all events. 

Shuttles may only be modified to increase or decrease the speed by the competition organiser. 
Appeals.
Appeals must emailed in writing (within 7 days) to the competition organiser. 
League/Division Tables will be maintained throughout the season and made available on the Liverpool League website and distributed via a google share file. 
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